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[0:00:45] 

BRUCE FETZER: Well, Tom, in this last session, just to recap, we explored John's life 
from his youth all the way through his death, from his fundamentalist roots into his life-long 
search and into Shabd Yoga, Sound and Light, from his book-learning to his scientific reasoning. 
We explored the breadth and the depth of which he went into many, many subjects. And as we 
know, and we didn't cover this, but is well documented elsewhere, that John was a visionary 
pioneer and entrepreneur. So he was very successful as a business person, integrated this into 
his personal life, while keeping it private, but it really, really, urn, had a command of him as 
well, in terms of the way he conducted himself. 

So if we were to kind of summarize this whole journey, when John said, you know, as 
you do a review of my life you'll find search as one of the primary elements that describes him, 
that he's continuously searching. Would you describe John's trajectory as a move from outside 
to inner, or from inner to outer, or would you characterize it a different way? 

[0:02:09] 

TOM BEAVER: Well, that's a good question. I think what has come out in our talks here 
is that, uh, going back to the '30s, John had this picture of the meditation process being- 
involving the subconscious mind and spiritual energy, uh, being the above, and the physical 
plane being the below, and the subconscious being the—sort of the transition vehicle between 
the two. So that's an inner-outer process, and I think John has always had that picture. 

But I think uh, urn—I've always had the inkling, and I could be wrong on this, but I've 
always had the inkling that for a lot of people who are on a spiritual journey, what happens is 
they have an experience, and then they go, okay, that was really—that's the best roller coaster 
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ride I've ever been on. You know, that's better than anything. That is a very cool experience. 
What do I do to have it happen again? How do I get it to happen again? 

[ 0 : 03 : 26 ] 

BRUCE FETZER: Chasing the ride. 

TOM BEAVER: Yeah. So you—so I think John—John, like a typical, um, spiritual seeker, 
was looking for how do you do the communication? How do you do this transition from the 
physical to the non-physical and back again? What is that process? 

So I don't think it was going from not knowing about the process to living an outer life 
and then moving into, uh, a life that included the inner. I think the inner component was 
always there and alive for him. But I think, uh, like a typical seeker, it's like, okay, how do you 
do this? How do you do this communication, this transition? And in that sense, the obvious 
way to start is, like in anything else, you look around for who is good at it. If you want to be a 
golfer, you watch the good golfers? 

[ 0 : 04 : 29 ] 

BRUCE FETZER: Exemplars and teachers. Right. 

TOM BEAVER: Exemplars and teachers. So the obvious place to start is people who are 
saying, "I'm doing this." You know, mediums are advertising that they can do this. Astrologers 
are advertising that they know how to do this. So I did the same thing. I did the same thing. 

My buddy and I, in Los Angeles, in the 70s, we paid a lot of money going to psychics, and the 
more expensive, the better, because that meant he must be—the person must be good. Well, 
we started going to this person, et cetera, et cetera. So, you know, it was fun and you just are 
watching it. You're figuring it out as you go. 

So how is it working for this person? What's the process? Um, and how can I make that 
work for me? And then he went into the Masonic ritualistic magic. Uh, the Masons are doing 
this ritual, like the Rosicrucians do ritual in their lodges. That's a process of ritualistic magic. So 
maybe the ritual triggers the inner experience. 

[ 0 : 05 : 40 ] 

Um, how are the mediums and clairvoyants triggering their inner experience? Maybe 
there's no way to trigger it. Maybe you're just good at it or you're not, and there's no way to 
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learn it. If that's the case, and you're not, then you just better keep going to mediums and 
psychics. But if there is a way to learn it, you start trying different ways. 

And John tried TM, but TM was kind of a flash-in-the-pan thing. It was a popular thing 
for a while. But for one thing it's 20 minutes twice a day, so it isn't intensive meditation, and 
you may not then have experiences, because you're not doing that much meditation. 

So I think he was just doing what the typical searcher does. 

[ 0 : 06 : 28 ] 

Now, when he hit on Jim Gordon in the—in '81, he was 80 years old, so the guy was on a 
long journey. I'll tell you. He was on a long search. And Jim not only then was a great 
clairvoyant and a great channeler who was bringing the Great White Brotherhood to John, 
which, in and of itself, any spiritual seeker would die for, you know, give their left arm for, but 
then John—Jim brought this meditation practice. He found it himself and he brought it to John, 
and John went to work on it. 

So, you know, but I think his world view didn't change. I think his ontology was pretty 
set once he got out of the fundamentalist realm and started pursuing the life of a seeker. I 
think he had the world view of this subconscious intermediary between the inner and outer, 
which, for me, is valid. I mean, that's it. That's how it goes. I agree with it completely. That's 
how it's worked for me. 

So I don't think that's changed, but I think it took him a long time to finally stumble onto 
an inner practice that could trigger it for him, himself. 

[ 0 : 07 : 49 ] 

BRUCE FETZER: So when you characterize his search as one of trying to integrate the 
conscious mind, which is the will and the volition, with the subconscious, which is connected to 
the source and the universe, and to do that on demand. 

TOM BEAVER: Yeah, of course. But the world view was set by his mid'30s. That world 
view was set. That world view was there. So, you know, that's why, by the time I met John, uh, 
even though MSIA was brand new to him, he was an old hand at this stuff. You know, he'd 
been around the block many, many times in the spiritual search. 
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BRUCE FETZER: So he was looking for the most effective tools of transformation, to be 
able to integrate his own beingness, and in that sense, it's not an either/or, right? 

TOM BEAVER: Right. It's not an either/or. That's what—that's the deal. 

BRUCE FETZER: Totally non-dualistic. 

[ 0 : 08 : 46 ] 

TOM BEAVER: That's the deal. Now, you know, we live our lives in a dualistic manner, 
but if we're lucky we have flashes of non-dualism as experiences. We have those flashes, and 
those flashes mean a lot to us. They have an impact. We remember them. They are eye¬ 
popping, and they keep us going, you know. They just do keep us going. So—and certainly kept 
John going. 

So I always—I said once, urn, in this group interview with the trustees, that, uh, John 
was the greatest spiritual seeker I'd ever run across. I always thought I was, you see, just in 
terms of obsessed with it. I was obsessed with the spiritual search. But John was like, wow, 
this guy is as obsessed as I am, if not more. That's just remarkable. I mean, my old buddy in 
California, he was obsessed with it and still is to this day, but there aren't that many, you know. 
There are some. We have them around us. But John was 100 percent—100 percent. And look, 
when he tested me and I passed his test, that meant a lot to him, and he trusted the things I 
would say about people. Fie really did. And he trusted Jim. Boy, did he trust Jim. 

So if you—if you passed the test with John, uh, not only in terms of loyalty but in terms 
of having an intuitive connection, then that was an important thing for him. 

[ 0 : 10 : 29 ] 

BRUCE FETZER: So this last six years have been illuminating for you, because you've 
come to know and appreciate more the depth and the breadth of his search. 

TOM BEAVER: Right. 

BRUCE FETZER: Flow did it impact you? Is John, in your opinion, an exemplar for, urn, 
the world at large, and in what ways? 

TOM BEAVER: Well, sure, for me, in my world view, yes, of course he is. Of course he is, 
because I don't care about the material success. I mean, he was already retired from that when 
I met him. Fie was selling off his businesses, urn, and he lived a very simple life. Uh, his house 
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was a pretty big house, but how many bedrooms did it have? Two upstairs and then that little 
bedroom over the laundry room. That's it, right? 

BRUCE FETZER: He lived modestly, yes. 

[ 0 : 11 : 26 ] 

TOM BEAVER: So it was a big house for its time, its era. It had a big yard and all that. 
Urn, but the furniture was falling apart. The curtains were falling apart. He had a kitchen that 
was from the '50s, you know, pink, from the '50s. 

So, you know, I was impressed by his dedication to being a spiritual seeker. That's what 
I was impressed with. And I was like, boy, if I had this kind of fortune, would I really just be 
pushing all my chips into the center of the table like he is on this? That was impressive to me, 
that he placed his bet on this, uh, spiritual mission. 

Now, I didn't understand the channelings and what was being presented to him, uh, 
when I lived with him. You know, I wasn't interested in it. Uh — 

BRUCE FETZER: But you've since gotten to know them. 

[ 0 : 12 : 27 ] 

TOM BEAVER: Yeah. And the channelings were, you know, really boosting him, as we 
saw. They were really boosting him up. So they were giving him great morale and great 
impetus to go ahead and do this. But even so, you know, I give John a heck of a lot of credit, 
and he and I were certainly, urn, blood brothers. We were, urn, kindred spirits, absolutely. And 
in my life, for one thing I'm kind of a shy person, but I don't—I've met very few kindred spirits, 
you know. I can count them on one hand. And John clearly was, uh, truly a kindred spirit. 
[ 0 : 13 : 08 ] 

BRUCE FETZER: So one final question, then. What words of advice would you have for 
other people trying to learn about John's story? Maybe they don't have six years to study this. 
Uh, how would you advise them to approach this, uh, and what could they expect? 

TOM BEAVER: Yeah. Well, there's a biography coming out and it's a good biography. So 
if you want to read the story of a standard spiritual seeker, in a sense, but a very obsessed, very 
dedicated, very deeply, uh, interested—an all-chips-in spiritual seeker, read John's story and 
you'll see, uh, what dedication, over decade after decade after decade, is like. 
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BRUCE FETZER: This is with Dr. Brian Wilson, John E. Fetzer: A Search For the New Age. 

TOM BEAVER: Yeah. And then, you know, the Trust is going to put up some materials, I 
think, that will be, urn, hopefully available to the public. We'll see additional materials. But, 
urn, the biography is the place to start, and, uh, Brian wrote a nice book. He wrote a nice book 
that gave John his proper due, didn't, urn, embellish the guy, and didn't—and certainly 
respected the guy and respected the journey. So it's a real good biography. 

[ 0 : 14 : 28 ] 

BRUCE FETZER: Well, thank you. And I want to end with my gratitude for your passion, 
your commitment, uh, this last six years. Uh, without the intense work of you taking this on 
seven days a week, integrating it into your meditations, uh, really taking this as a practice, we 
might not have been able to tell the story in the way that it's being told. And so I'm very 
grateful for your experience with John, your life-long history yourself, and exposure to this, but 
then also your maturity in the way that you're actually, uh, really dissecting these materials and 
helping us to categorize it. Uh, without your efforts, uh, it wouldn't be nearly the product that 
we have. So thank you. 

TOM BEAVER: Well, thanks, Bruce. My pleasure. It's a been a great—I mean, this is 
like—I'm not like a kid in a candy shop, you know. This is like—this is all I'm good at, so it's a 
very niche—it's a niche—it's the ultimate niche. So it's like, who would ever think this was a 
valuable thing to be able to know about? So I'm just very lucky, lucky to have been able to do 
this. Yeah, definitely. Thank you. 

BRUCE FETZER: Well, thank you. 

[ 0 : 15 : 48 ] 
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